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street sweepings.
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1 POLI CY STATEMENT AND SCOPE

This Policy explains the Departnent of Environnmental Protection's
requi rements for managi ng street sweepings. Street sweepings are
solid waste subject to the Massachusetts solid waste regul ati ons.
The options for nmanagi ng street sweepings are as foll ows.

1. Use the street sweepings in accordance with the pre-
approved uses described in Section 4 of this policy.

2. Use the street sweepings for a beneficial use after
obtai ning prior approval fromthe Departnment under the
provi sions of the solid waste regul ations, 310 CMR 19. 060,
Beneficial Use of Solid Wastes.

3. Di spose of street sweepings at a pernmitted solid waste
[ andfill.

The provisions and requirenents for managi ng street sweepings under
these options are the subject of this policy.

2 APPLI CABI LI TY

This policy applies to the reuse or disposal of street sweepings that
are generated in the ordinary and customary nai ntenance of roadways.
The policy does not apply to catch basin cleanings or street
sweepings mxed with catch basin cleanings or other wastes. The
policy does not apply to the material generated as the result of the
clean up of an oil or hazardous material spill

Street sweepings are not exenpt fromthe Hazardous Waste Regul ati ons,
310 CMR 30. 000, and nust be handl ed as hazardous waste when they

exhi bit any of the characteristics of a hazardous waste. |If there is
no evi dence of unusual contam nation, the Departnment does not require
street sweepings to be routinely tested, but, as is the case with any
waste, the generator has the ultimate responsibility for determ ning

whet her the waste is a hazardous waste.

3 DEFI NI TI ONS

Depart nent or DEP neans the Massachusetts Departnent of Environnental
Protecti on.

Public Way nmeans the strip of |land over and under a publicly owned,
paved road or highway and includes the publicly owned | and adj acent
to the road or highway.

Street Sweepings neans materials consisting primarily of sand and
soil generated during the routine cleaning of roadways but may al so
contain sone | eaves and ot her m scell aneous solid wastes collected
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during street sweeping. Street sweepings does not nean the materi al
generated during the clean up of a spill or material from other
structures associated with a roadway such as catch basi ns.

Ur ban center roads neans |local roads in central commercial and retai
busi ness districts and industrial and manufacturing areas.

4 PRE- APPROVED USES, RESTRI CTI ONS AND CONDI TI ONS

This policy allows street sweepings to be used in severa

applications. No approval fromthe Departnent is required when the

restrictions and conditions identified in this policy are adhered to.
However, sweepings shall not be used unless prior approval is

obtai ned fromthe owner of the |location where the sweepings are to be

used.

4.1 Use at Landfills

Street sweepings may be used for daily cover at lined or unlined
permtted solid waste landfills and need no prior DEP approval if the
sweepi ngs satisfy the requirenments for daily cover material specified
at 310 CMR 19. 130(15).

4.2 Use as Fill in Public Ways

Street sweepings shall be used for fill in public ways w thout prior
approval fromthe Departnment only when the follow ng restrictions and

condi ti ons are observed:

The sweepi ngs have not been collected from U ban Center Roads
(see definition);

The sweepi ngs are used under the road surface or as fill along
the side of the road within the public way;

The sweepings are not used in residential areas;

The sweepi ngs are kept above the | evel of the groundwater;

The sweepings are not used in designated "No Salt Areas";

The sweepi ngs are not used within the 100 foot buffer zone of a
wet |l and or within wetland resource areas including bordering
vegetative wetlands and riverfront areas;

The sweepi ngs are not used within 500 feet of a ground or

surface drinking water supply.

4.3 Use As an Additive to Restricted Use Conpost
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Street sweepings shall be used as an additive to conpost w thout
prior approval fromthe Departnment only when the follow ng
restrictions and conditions are observed:

The sweepi ngs have not been collected from U ban Center Roads
(see definition);

The conpost is used only in public ways;

The conpost is not used in residential areas;

The conpost is kept above the level of the groundwater;

The conpost is not used in designated "No Salt Areas"”;

The conpost is not used within the 100 foot buffer zone of a
wet |l and or within wetland resource areas including bordering

vegetative wetlands and riverfront areas;

The conpost is not used within 500 feet of a ground or surface
dri nki ng water supply.

5 OTHER USES

Any use not pre-approved in the preceding section requires prior
Depart nment approval under the Beneficial Use provisions of the Solid
Wast e Managenent Facility Regulations at 310 CVR 19.060. A
"Beneficial Use Determ nation" or BUD can be made only after the
subm ssion of an application characterizing the waste and descri bi ng
t he proposed beneficial use.

6 DI SPOSAL

VWhile the beneficial use of street sweepings is strongly encouraged,
the Departnment does not prohibit the disposal of street sweepings.
Street sweepings may be disposed in either lined or unlined permtted
solid waste landfills w thout prior approval fromthe Departnent.

7 HANDLI NG

7.1 Col l ection of Street Sweepings

Al t hough DEP does not regulate the collection of street sweepings,
coll ection practices should be conpatible with intended uses. For
exanmpl e, sweepings from U ban Center Roads are not approved for the
uses all owed for sweepings fromother areas. Keeping sweepings from
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Urban Center Roads separate from sweepings fromother areas will nmake
the full benefits of this policy avail able.

This policy does not cover sweepings known to be contan nated by
spills, and such sweepings should be coll ected separately and kept
segregated. Depending on the contam nation and circunstances, the
handl i ng of contam nated sweepings may be governed by the
Massachusetts Conti ngency Pl an, 310 CMR 40, the Massachusetts

Hazar dous WAste Reqgul ations, 310 CMR 30, the Massachusetts Site
Assignnent Reqgul ations for Solid Waste Facilities, 310 CMR 16 or the
Massachusetts Solid WAste Managenent Facility Reqgul ations, 310 CMR
19.
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7.2 Storage

Street sweepings shall be tenporarily stored prior to use, only when
the follow ng conditions are satisfied:

Storage nust be at the site where the sweepings are generated
(in the public way) or at a location, such as a DPWyard, that
is under the control of the governnental entity which is doing
the sweeping or has contracted for the sweeping;

The sweepi ngs shall be protected fromwind and rain to the
extent necessary to prevent dust, erosion and off-site
m gration;

The sweepi ngs shall not be stored within the 100 foot buffer
zone of a wetland or within wetland resource areas including
bordering vegetative wetlands and riverfront areas;

The sweepi ngs shall not be stored within 500 feet of a ground or
surface drinking water supply;

Storage shall incorporate good managenent practice and result in
no public nui sance;

Storage nust be tenporary. Street sweepings shall be used
within one year of collection unless the DEP Regional Ofice in
the regi on where the sweepings are stored grants a witten
extension. An extension may be granted when it is denonstrated
that all storage conditions will continue to be satisfied and
the stored sweepings will be put to a specific identified use
prior to the expiration of the extension period.

7.3 Preparation Prior to Use

Solid waste, such as paper, auto parts and other trash, shall be
removed fromthe sweepings prior to use. Leaves, twi gs and ot her
organic matter should al so be renoved when good engi neering practice
i ndicates this is necessary to produce a material that is suitable
for the intended use.

8 BACKGROUND

The Departnent has consistently classified street sweepings as solid
waste subject to Massachusetts General Law Chapter 111, Section 150A
and the Massachusetts Solid Waste Regul ations (Site Assignnent

Regul ations for Solid Waste Facilities, 310 CVMR 16.00 and Solid Waste
Managenent Facility Requl ations, 310 CVMR 19.000). There has been
confusi on anong sone in the regul ated community about this
classification.
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Prior to the devel opnment of this policy, the options for handling
street sweepings were limted to:

1. Disposal at a permtted solid waste |andfill,
2. Use as cover at a permitted solid waste landfill or

3. Use in accordance with a Beneficial Use Determ nation (BUD)
BUD deci si ons are nmade on a case-by-case basis and require the

submttal of a formal application to the Departnent containing

data show ng the chem cal conposition of the street sweepings.

The sinplest of these options was either to use the sweepings for
landfill cover or to dispose of the sweepings at the local landfill.
As many local landfills close, these options becone | ess available
to many communities. However, transporting sweepings to a distant
landfill involves increased transportati on costs and possi bly paynent
of tipping fees.

To clarify the requirenments and to provide sinpler and | ess expensive
alternatives for handling street sweepings, the Departnent undertook
t he devel opnent of this policy. Because useful studies of the

chem cal conposition of street sweepings could not be found in the
literature, the Departnent solicited the help of nunicipalities and
state agencies in conducting a study of the conposition of street
sweepi ngs from various types of areas. The results showed that
sweepings fromall areas, except Urban Center Roads, were simlar
with the main constituents of concern being total petrol eum

hydr ocar bons (TPH) and pol ynucl ear aromati c hydrocar bons (PAHS).
Very limted data from Urban Center Roads indicated that sweepings
fromthese areas may be nore contam nated than sweepings from ot her
ar eas.

The test results indicate that sweepings may contain |evels of
contam nation that are unsuitable for unrestricted use. However ,
except for sweepings from U ban Center Roads, the |evels of
cont am nati on were consistent and | ow enough to allow the use of
sweepings in restricted applications without requiring testing or
pre-approval as long as certain conditions were nmet. Sweepings from
urban areas were excluded from sone pre-approved uses. This
situation could change when nore data are available from Urban Center
Roads.

This policy makes it possible for nmunicipalities, state agencies and

ot her governnmental entities to handle street sweepings in an
environnmental | y sound manner with a m ni num of paperwork and expense.
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9 ADDI TI ONAL | NFORVMATI ON

For additional copies of this policy, permit application forns or

ot her DEP docunents (except regul ations) call any DEP Regional O fice
and ask for the Service Center or call the DEP Infoline in Boston.
The permt application nunber for a Beneficial Use Determination is
BWP SW 13 (Major) and BWP SW30 (M nor).

Many DEP docunents, including this policy, are available via nodem
fromthe DEP el ectronic bulletin board system (617)292-5546.

I nformation about the DEP and sonme docunents are al so available from
the DEP's internet site at http://ww. nagnet. state. ma. us/ dep

Copi es of all Massachusetts regul ations, including the solid waste
regul ati ons, may be purchased fromthe State House Bookstore,
(617)727-2834. The solid waste regul ations are:

310 CVR 16.000, Site Assignnment Requlations for Solid Waste
Facilities

310 CVR 19. 000, Solid Waste Managenent Facility Requl ations

Questi ons about the Provisions of the Policy

If you have technical questions about the policy, please call any DEP
office and ask to speak with a staff nenber about the provisions of
the policy.

DEP 1 nf oLi ne: fromarea code 617 and outside MA: (617)338-2255
fromarea codes 413 and 508: (800)462-0444

e-mail: infoline@tate. ma. us
DEP Western Reqgional Ofice DEP Sout heast Reqgional Ofice
436 Dwi ght Street 20 Riverside Drive
Springfield, MA 01103 Lakevill e, MA 02347
Mai n Nunber: (413)784-1100 Mai n Nunber: (508)946-2700
Service Center: extension 214 Service Center: (508)946-2714
DEP Central Regional Ofice DEP Boston Office
627 Main Street Division of Solid Waste
Worcester, MA 01605 One Wnter Street
Mai n Nunber: (508)792-7650 Boston, MA 02108
Service Center: (508)792-7683 (617) 292- 5960

DEP Northeast Regional Ofice
10 Conmerce Wy

Woburn, MA 01801

Mai n Nunber: (617(932-7600
Service Center: (617)932-7677
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